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Mary Stewart gave a presentation on DeedMapper and showed a case study on how she found a family home. 

DeedMapper is software that one can plat old land patents, grants, and deeds, and

place them on a modern map. It is particularly useful when surveys are done with

metes and bounds as was customary in our area. It also works with public lands. 

With DeedMapper, you can find the location of a particular plot by anchoring a group of

neighboring plots against a stream. You can also discover genealogical relationships

by showing that person X sold part of person Y’s land. It can untangle people having

the same name by analyzing their landholdings and transfers. 

With DeedMapper you can create a map of original landholders in a region. You can

also trace changes in parcel ownership over the years. 

Mary told us about Land Records in Genealogy and explained what State Lands are. 

Twenty colonies and states did not cede the unclaimed land in their borders to the

federal government when they became part of the United States. These states are

known as State Land states and included the original 13 colonies, those states created

from original colonies plus Hawaii and Ohio. 

Why research deeds?  By researching deeds, they can help you determine family

relationships, establish death dates, and upon the death of a widow, her dower interest

goes to her husband’s heirs. 

Mary demonstrated how DeedMapper works by starting with the survey of Gerard

Alexander’s land. She showed how she took the information from the survey and

inputted it in the Metes and Bounds function of the program. After entering the

information, into the program, it created a map of the property boundaries. It also

produced a map of what the property looks like today. Mary advised all this information

can produce a view of the property in Google Earth. Mary advised she was able to find

Col. Gerard Alexander’s home that was built in 1820 in Campbell County VA. 

To learn more about DeedMapper, go to directlinesoftware.com. A book Mary

recommends for discovering your ancestors is Locating Your Roots Discover Your

Ancestors Using Land Records by Patricia Law Hatcher. More information about the

book can be found at genealogical.com.
